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Bias GALINDO, who is of Indian blood, studied composition at the Con-
servatory of Mexico with Chavez, Rolon, and Huizar. In the summer of
1941, when he was thirty years of age, he enrolled in the Berkshire
Academy, Massachusetts, where he took lessons with Aaron Copland. In
1935, together with Ayala, Contreras, and Moncayo, he formed a group
of young composers known as the Grupo de los Cuatro. His Quartet for
Violoncellos was performed at the concert of the Gm$o de los Cuatro in
Mexico City on October 15, 1936. Two of his ballets, Entre Sombras
Anda el Fuego (Among Shadows Walks Fire) and Danza de las Fuerzas
Nuevas (Dance of the New Forces), were staged in Mexico City in 1940.
Sones Mariachi, for orchestra, illustrative of the type of music played by
the Mexican Mariachi bands, was introduced by Chavez at the festival
of Mexican music at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, on
May 16, 1940, and was also recorded in the Columbia album of Mexican
music. Galindo has also written a piece scored exclusively for indigenous
Mexican instruments, which was performed under the title Obra far a
Orquesta Mexicana on October 28, 1938, by the specially assembled or-
chestra. All these works are characterized by an almost literal interpreta-
tion of Mexican folklore, in somewhat crude diatonic harmonies. After
his studies at the Berkshire Academy in 1941, Bias Galindo moderated
his style in the direction of dignified neoclassicism, without, however,
relinquishing the characteristic Mexican flavor. To this period belongs his
Sextet for flute, clarinet, bassoon, horn, trumpet, and trombone. His Piano
Concerto in three movements, written in 1942 from the material of an
earlier Concertino for Two Pianos, is Mexican in thematic content, while
adhering structurally to the general outline of classical sonata form. It
was performed for the first time by the Orquesta Sinfonica de Mexico,
Chavez conducting, on July 24, 1942. In 1944 Galindo wrote a sym-
phony and a piano sonata. The orchestral scores of Galindo's Preludios
and Danza de las Fuerzas Nuevas are in the Fleisher Collection in Phila-
delphia,

Son of a German father and a Spanish mother, Rodolfo HALFFTER,
composer now resident in Mexico, is a native of Madrid. His brother,
Ernest Halffter, is a well-known Spanish composer. Both Ernesto and
Rodolfo Halffter were self-taught in composition, and both were in-
fluenced by Manuel de Falla and Stravinsky. Rodolfo Halffter, at the
age of twenty-four, began to compose in 1924, when he wrote an orchestral
suite. In 1931 he composed a choreographic divertissement, Don Linda